History Fair “Exploration, Encounter, Exchange”
Historical Investigation Report

Before you begin pasting images on a board, typing your introduction, or even preparing your thesis statement, it is important to collect and review all of your research.  The Historical Investigation Report is designed to guide you step-by-step through the investigation process before you put together your argument in the form of a paper or exhibit.  
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BASIC REQUIREMENTS:

· Make sure your topic meets all of the project requirements
· Relates to Exploration, Encounter, or Exchange
· Relates to Chicago
· Is Historical (25 yrs old)

· Turn in only one Historical Investigation Report / group

· Must be typed, Times New Roman, 12 point font

· Page Numbers,  upper right
SOURCE REQUIREMENTS:

· Use MLA style 
· Must use at least 10 sources
· All content sources
· At least 5 primary
· At least 5 secondary
· Only use reliable sources!
RUBRIC
Assignment is worth 75points, based on the following criteria:
A: Knowledge & Understanding

B: Investigation/Sources**
C: Thinking Critically

D: Communicating/Presentation
DUE: Tuesday, December 1st
submitted to Turnitin 

AND printed  

PROMPT: To what extent …  (This time you write your own prompt.  Use your list of Command Terms and the Theme Essay to guide you).
BEFORE WRITING
1. THINK carefully about your choice of topic and how it will satisfy the theme and Chicago requirements.

2. COLLECT relevant and reliable information from a variety of sources.
3. READ each source, take notes, annotate, or make notecards.
PARTS of the REPORT
Part A: Plan of Investigation
This section is very straightforward, and only one paragraph.  State exactly what you intend to do in each section of the report, beginning with your research question.  There should be no thesis or conclusion, because a good historian doesn’t start an investigation already assuming the outcome. A good historian starts with an open mind and perhaps a hypothesis, but lets the evidence and research guide him/her to the right conclusion.  

Part B: Summary of Evidence

This section serves as a collection of the facts (as you know from your Civilization Project). You shouldn’t include any analysis or interpretations in this section—only evidence.  Your evidence must be organized chronologically or thematically using subheadings.  You should write in complete sentences.  However, you may bullet-point your summary of evidence, but you must cite the source of EVERY fact using an internal citation in MLA format, e.g.:  (Brown, 65).  Your summary of evidence should be two to three pages.
Part C: Evaluation of Sources

For this section you must choose two sources to analyze (one primary and one secondary).  You will analyze the sources using OPVL.  You must write in complete sentences, and please label each section Origin, Purpose, Value, and Limitation.  Please be as specific and thorough as possible.  The Evaluation of Sources should be about one page.
Part D: Analysis

This is probably the most challenging part of the Historical Investigation Report because it requires you to think very deeply and critically.  In this section you should walk your reader through your thought process, referring frequently to evidence from the previous two sections.  Your analysis should answer your research. Use analysis key terms in this section.  This section should be about two pages.  
Part E: Conclusion

This section should be straightforward and concise, and only one paragraph.  Very clearly state how you would answer the research question, based on all of the evidence and analysis you have collected.
Part F: Annotated Bibliography 

Organize all of the sources you’ve collected and used in alphabetical order.  Describe each source with an annotation paragraph.  
AFTER WRITING
1. SAVE your work (at home & upload to Google Drive).
2. REREAD and EDIT your work.
3. CHECK the formatting to make sure it looks appropriate

4. PRINT and staple ahead of time, and turn your paper in via turnitin.com.
Weekly Homework for this assignment:
* All Homework is due the next day in class unless otherwise noted
	Tuesday, November 17th 
	Collect at least 5 sources relevant to your topic.  Start with secondary sources that will provide an overview of the topic, and the time period.  Record the full MLA bibliographic entry for each sources, and draft a brief annotation paragraph describing the source. 

DUE: Wednesday, November 18th

	Wednesday, November 18th 
	Complete Parts A and F of your Historical Investigation Report

1. Part A: Plan of Investigation (one paragraph, underline your research question)

2. Part F: Annotated Bibliography – minimum 10 sources

You will need to find at least 5 additional sources for your bibliography.  Begin to search for primary sources, newspaper articles, or scholarly papers.  You do NOT need to print your work, as long as it is shared with your teacher via Google Docs. 
DUE: Friday, November 20th

	Friday, 
November 20th 
	Complete the Parts A, B, and F of your Historical Investigation Report using Google Docs. 

1. Part A: Plan of Investigation (one paragraph, underline your research question)
2. Part B: Summary of Evidence (2 to 3 pages, bullet-pointed and cited)

3. Part F: Annotated Bibliography.  (minimum 10 sources)
You do NOT need to print your work if you have done it in Google Docs and have shared it with your teacher.

DUE: Monday, November 23rd  

	Monday, November 23rd  
	Revise your Summary of Evidence, Plan of Investigation, and Annotated Bibliography based on any feedback you received in class.  You must identify two sources to analyze for Part C: The Evaluation of Sources. One should be a primary source, and the other a secondary source (not a general overview or encyclopedia entry).  Bring those sources to class on Tuesday.
DUE: Tuesday, November 24th 

	Tuesday, November 24th 
	Complete your OPVLs for Part C, if you did not do so in class.  Continue revising and working on your Internal Assessment. 

4. Part C: The Evaluation of Sources (1 page, using OPVL)

Your completed Part C: The Evaluation of Sources, should be added to your Google Doc. 
DUE: Monday, November 30th  

	Monday, November 30th  
	Complete a draft of Part D: Analysis using Google Docs. 
5. Part D: Analysis (2 to 3 pages, using footnote citations)

Cite evidence and source material throughout your analysis (using MLA-style citations).  Your analysis will be checked by your teacher on Thursday.  You do NOT need to print it, as long as it is included in your Google Doc.

DUE: Tuesday, December 1st  

	Tuesday, December 1st  
	Complete Part E: Conclusion and FINALIZE YOUR HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION REPORT.
6. Part E: Conclusion (one paragraph)
Your final Historical Investigation Report must be printed (for your teacher) and submitted to TurnItIn.com in order to receive credit. 

DUE: Wednesday, December 2nd  

	Wednesday, December 2nd 
	Continue working on your History Fair project.  You may know that you are in need of additional sources; go find them.  You may know that you have some books that you have not finished; read them.  
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