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DOCUMET 1: THE CRSUADES AND SCHOLASTICISM 
Source:  Roger B. Beck, et al., World History: Patterns of Interaction, [bookmark: _GoBack]Student Analysis Question

Explain how the Crusades led to Scholasticism.

2010
During the Crusades, European contact with Muslims and Byzantines greatly expanded. This contact brought a new interest in learning, especially in the works of Greek philosophers. The Muslim and Byzantine libraries held copies of these writings. Most had disappeared during the centuries following the fall of Rome and the invasions of Western Europe. In the 1100s, Christian scholars from Europe began visiting Muslim libraries in Spain. Few Western scholars knew Greek but most did know Latin. So Jewish scholars living in Spain translated the Arabic versions of works by Aristotle and other Greek writers into Latin. All at once, Europeans acquired a huge new body of knowledge. This included science, philosophy, law, mathematics, and other fields. In addition, the Crusaders brought back to Europe superior Muslim technology in ships, navigation, weapons, and new economic practices such as banking.


DOCUMENT 2:  THE CHURCH AND SCHOLASTICISM Student Analysis Question

Explain the relationship between Christianity and Scholasticism in medieval Europe.

Source: Susan Ramirez, et al., World History: Human Legacy, 2008
The teachers in medieval universities included some of the greatest scholars of the age. Perhaps the most influential of all these scholars was Thomas Aquinas, a teacher at the University of Paris. Aquinas was keenly interested in the works of ancient philosophers, especially Aristotle. The revival of interest in the Greek philosophers sparked a major controversy in the church over how humans could learn about the world. Aristotle believed that truth could be discovered only through human reason. Christians, on the other hand, believed that truth was revealed by God and depended on faith. Aquinas tried to reconcile the two approaches. He argued that both reason and faith were necessary for an understanding of truth. His approach, known as Scholasticism, tried to show that Christian teachings were also knowable and provable through the use of logic and reason. Thus Aquinas ensured that in Western Europe human reason would remain a primary element in determining truth.





DOCUMENT 3:  IMMIGRANTS AND SCHOLASTICISM 
Source: Curd, Patricia, et al., The Oxford Handbook of Presocratic Philosophy, 2011Student Analysis Question

Identify some factors that led to Scholasticism in Western Europe following the Middle Ages. 

	In the Middle Ages, few people in Western Europe had any knowledge of Greek. Only a few works of Aristotle were translated into Latin. Greek philosophy could be studied, if at all, mostly secondhand.
	Meanwhile, scholars in the East continued to study the works of Greek philosophy and literature in their native language. Many works of science, philosophy, and medicine were translated into Arabic. Thus Aristotle and other Greek thinkers were studied in Greek in the Byzantine Empire and 
in Arabic throughout the Muslim world, at a time when they were not available in Western Europe.
	As Europe recovered from invasions in the 12th century, scholars became aware of books of ancient learning in Muslim countries. Works were translated first from Arabic and then from Greek as scholars sought originals from the Byzantine Empire. 
	In the 15th and 16th centuries, Greek scholars were welcomed to Italy to teach their language and share their books. Greek philosophy and literature were translated into Latin at an increasing rate. The fall of Constantinople to the Turks in 1453 brought new Greek refugees and their books to Italy. Meanwhile, the invention of the printing press meant that books could be mass-produced, and careful reproductions could avoid the errors copyists had to make. Editions of Greek classics were published, including the works of Plato and Aristotle. 
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