(ORIGIN:) This passage is part of a Global Studies textbook supplement.  (PURPOSE:) The author’s purpose is to explain the origin of the Sunni/Shia split.  (MAIN IDEA:) The main idea is that the split originally began when Muhammad died, and that it widened in light of future events.  (EVIDENCE:) Muhammad’s death created a split because of a disagreement as to who should succeed him, with the Sunnis favoring the election of a member of the community, and the Shias favoring succession by Muhammad’s closest blood relative by “divine right.” Later events that widened the split included the murder of one of Muhammad’s descendants, Husayn.  
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